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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Members  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board, 
meeting  in  the  chapel  of  the 
Baptist  Building  in  Jackson 
October  31  after  the  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  the  2001  annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention,  chose  a  slate  of 
officers  for  the  coming  year 
and  elected  the  board's  execu¬ 
tive  committee. 

Chosen  to  serve  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  board  was  Wayne 
VanHom,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Columbia.  VanHom 
was  already  serving  as  board 
president,  having  succeeded  to 
the  office  from  vice-president 
earlier  in  the  year  when  then- 
president  Gary  Richardson 
accepted  the  call  to  pastor 
Norm  Oxford  Church,  Oxford. 
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of  First  Church,  West  Point,  at  jng  secretary;  Wayne  VanHorn,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Colurr 
the  traumas  -searing  on  the  and  Gordon  Sansing,  pastor  of  Forest  Church,  forest  -  via 
board  as  the  Clay  County  rep-  officers  were  elected  at  the  organizattOnaFmeeting  of  the  be 
resentative  front  Golden  |y  after  the  adjournment  of  the  2001  annual  meeting  of 
Triangle  Association  headquar-  Baptist  Convention.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 
tered  in  Columbus,  and  thus  "  ' 

was  constitutionally  ineligible  to  continue  as  Also  elected  during  the  organizational 
a  board  member  when  he  moved  to  Oxford,  meeting  was  the  board’s  executive  commit- 

VanHom  is  one  of  18  at-large  members  of  tee,  which  is  chosen  by  board  members 
the  board.  He  was  a  member  of  the  board's  from  among  themselves  to  manage  con- 
executive  committee  for  the  2000-01  term.  vention  board  activities  when  tne  full 
Chosen  to  serve  with  VanHom  as  board  board  is  not  in  session, 
vice-president  was  Gordon  Sansing,  pastor  In  addition  to  the  three  convention 
of  Forest  Church,  Forest,  and  the  represen-  board  officers,  the  2001-02  executive  com- 
tative  from  Scott  Association  in  Forest,  mittee  members  are: 

Sandra  Gunn,  a  member  of  First  Church,  ♦  Jim  Butler,  pastor  of  Trinity  Church, 
Biloxi,  and  an  at-large  representative,  was  Southaven,  and  an  at-large  representative, 
chosen  as  board  secretary  for  a  second  term.  ♦  Kent  Cochran,  pastor  of  Pleasant 


Volunteers  honored  at  Lay  Missions  Conference 

By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


Sidney  Pitts,  Volunteers  in  Md.,  notable  as 
issions  state  coordinator.  being  the  home 

Luz  del  Mundo  (Light  of  the  church  of  Annie 
arid),  a  group  consisting  of  Armstrong.  He 
store  ana  other  workers  in  told  of  how  sever- 
ite  Hispanic  churches,  provid-  al  Mississippi  mis- 
music  for  the  evening  ban-  sion  teams  had 

der  helped  restore  the 
inia  historic  structure, 
ion  The  banauet 
:en-  ended  as  Kay 
Tan  Cassibry,  Missis- 
•ch,  sippi  Woman's 
the  Missionary  Union 
director,  and  Jim 
Didlake,  Men's 

_ _  Ministry  Director 

Hollandale  for  the 

Church,  Hollandale,  were  cited  Mississippi 
for  their  work  in  criminal  jus-  Baptist 
tice  ministry.  Convention 

A  particular  highlight  of  the  Board,  shared 
‘  was  the  testimony  of  4heir  experiences 
Michael  Coles.  Coles  js  pastor  of  in  post-Septejnber 
Seventh  Church  in  Ballimore.’^TT,  rJew  "York  City. 


What's  in  the 
Record 


Conference  ana  banquet,  held  pastors  ana  other  work 
annually  during  the  Mississippi  state  Hispanic  churches,  p 
Baptist  Convention,  was  pre-  ed  music  for  the  eveninj 
sented  at  First  Church,  Jackson,  quet.  Don  Dent,  regional 
on  October  29.  for  Southeast  Asia  and  O 

Several  conferences  were  for  the  International  M 
presented  during  the  after-  Board,  briefed  banquet 
noon,  including  sessions  deal-  dees  on  his  work.  N< 
ing  with  agricultural  missions,  Bailey,  of  Temple  Cl 
lea  by  Ernest  Scruggs,  presi-  Hattiesburg,  received 
dent  of  the  Agricultural  Volunteer  Award  for  his  mis 

Fellowship;  Campers  on  sion  work  as  a  layperson. 
Mission,  led  by  Ricky  Sam  and  Wanda  Dees,  a  lay 

Youngblood,  vice-president  of  couple  from  I - 

Campers  on  Mission;  construe- 
tion  missions,  led  by  Jack 
Honea,  president.  Construction 
Mission;  educational  missions, 
led  by  S.A.  Moochead,  presi*  -  evei 
dent,  Education  Fellowship- 
*nnd  Volunteers  in  Missions,  led 


Graham  breaks  records 


Lottie  info  available 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Sunday  School-  lessons 

- sr-  vl0>  ------ 


here’s  a  sweet,  sweet  spirit  in  this  place,  and 
I  know  that  it's  the  presence  of  the  Lord. 


There  were  powerful, 
pointed  sermons  and  testi¬ 
monies  to  the  working  of  the 
Lord  in  the  lives  of  individual 
Those  lyrics  could  easily  have  been  the  Christians.  The  praise 
theme  song  of  the  2001  annual  meeting  of  the  through  music  was  outstand- 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  held  ing.  Tne  elections  for  the  top 
October  30-31  at  First  Church,  Jackson.  There  three  convention  offices,  all 
was  a  sweet  spirit,  and  the  Lord's  abundant  vacant  this  year,  were  a  cred- 
presence  permeated  the  entire  gatheRjpg.  it  to  the  candidates,  the  elec- 
In  this  time  of  national  upheaval  and  torate,  and  God. 
international  intrigue,  such  is  welcoming  The  Scripture  Readings 
and  comforting  news,  and  more  than  ample  from  each  session  were  a  real 
evidence  that  when  the  people  of  the  Lord  eye-opener  for  those  of  us  still 
humble  themselves  and  properly 
™  prepare  f 

Holy  Spirit  will  indeed  descend  upon 
them  individually  and  collectively. 

T? _ L  _  iL-i  W*  .-..C _ • 


OM  A  CL6ARJDAV  'iOO  CM 
St€  OUJRCfllsS  5?LirriN6 

m  R\ie  States  . " 


Editor's 

Notebook 


humble  themselves  and  properly  content  to  do  church  1950s-  )  f  v  1  /  \  l  1 

prepare  for  worship  and  praise,  the  style.  The  passages  were  read  '  /  1  l  L|  I 

Holy  Spirit  will  indeed  descend  upon  from  the  variety  of  languages  /  I  h  \  \  | 

them  individually  and  collectively.  in  which  Mississippians  wor-  (  r  It  II 

Each  year  that  Mississippi  ship  each  Sunday  —  \ I  /  Ira  h  ‘—Ljl 

Baptists  come  together  to  make  Vietnamese,  Choctaw,  BV  l  Yea  fd  _JEjH 

their  joyful  noise  before  the  Lord  Chinese,  and  Spanish  —  and  -  I 

and  tend  to  the  business  of  the  con-  even  then  dian't  begin  to  ^  v4 

vention,  that  fact  becomes  more  scratch  the  diverse  yearnings  v.  ^  r 

and  more  obvious  for  all  to  see.  for  the  Good  News  that  are  to  '  \  h  Mp  |gf§| 

While  attendance  could  have  be  found  in  our  beloved  state. 
been  better  (the  total  of  1,232  regis-  The  fields  are  indeed  white  *^-*'*<  !■  JL  'dri!;  T  | 

tered  messengers  was  quite  a  drop  unto  harvest.  It  appears  that  ^  J|||§§  | 

from  the  1,358  messengers  regis-  we  Mississippi  Baptists  are  -  y'V 
tered  last  year),  the  people  who  well  aware  of  that  fact  and  are 
came  this  year  from  churches  across  racing  to  reach  people  and 

Mississippi  were  the  living,  breath-  people  groups  who  didn't  even  exist  within  of  candidates"  are  openly  spoken.  There  is 
ing  model  of  the  axiom,  "Quality,  the  Boundaries  of  Mississippi  just  a  few  an  embarrassment  of  finger-pointing  and 
not  quantity.  This  was  a  choice,  decades  ago.  name-calling  among  the  brethren, 

group  of  believers.  To  that  end,  messengers  adopted  anoth-  What  a  poor  image  to  project  to  a  lost 

ard  Jackson,  director  of  the  Jackson  er  record-setting  budget  of  $30,522,692.  We  world.  May  the  Loid  forbid  such  behavior  in 
for  Evangelism  and  Encouragement  trust  the  Lord  will  provide  and  Mississippi  Mississippi,  and  may  he  continue  to  protect 
^exas'  delivered  a  stirring  Baptists  will  give,  even  in  the  midst  of  tne  us  from  me  machinations  of  our  true  enemy 
f  Bible  Treasures  built  around  theme  country's  current  economic  difficulties.  —  foe  evil  one  who  continually  roams  the 
meeting:  By  Grace  —  Redeemed,  Mississippi  Baptists  are  singular  in  their  earth  seeking  whom  he  can  devour, 
ed.  Restored,  Resurrected.  What  a  determination  to  reach  our  state,  nation,  and  When  you  say  your  prayers  tonight,  be 
tradition  we  have  in  the  Bible  world  for  Jesus,  and  if  s  that  determination  sure  to  thank  Goa  for  the  unanimity  and 
€S-  i  that  allows  us  to  stand  with  foe  giants  in  the  determination  with  which  he  has  blessed 

lere  was  a  single  person  in  the  Christian  world.  It's  almost  impossible  to  go  Mississippi  Baptists,  and  thank  him  too  for 
ary  of  First  Church  who  wasn't  on  any  mission  field  in  the  world  where  a  seeing  to  it  that  you  are  a  Mississippi  Baptist, 
moved  by  Jackson's  descriptions  of  Mississippi  Baptist  hasn't  already  been.  In  our  mixed-up  world,  that  is  a  rare 

undeserved  grace  toward  us  and  In  some  of  our  sister  state  conventions,  privilege  indeed. 

i's  further  exhortations  to  get  busy  Baptists  have  spent  their  annual  meetings  . - . 

he  important  work  left  to  us  by  our  this  year  arguing  and  splitting  and  threaten-  Sweet,  Sweet  Spirit.  Music  and  lyrics  by 
ad  bavior  Jesus  Christ,  said  person  ing  to  sue  each  other.  Proud,  boastful  words  Doris  Akers.  Arranged  by  Kurt  Keiser. 
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166th  Annual  Session 


who  think  they're  important 
are  a  humorless  bunch. 

•  Wouldn't  you  love  to  be  a 
fly  on  the  wall  in  the 
Resolutions  Committee?  I 
heard  one  resolution  didn't 
even  make  it  to  the  floor  of  the 
convention  —  a  fellow  wanted 
to  do  away  with  February, 
because  "the  weather's  usually 
so  bad,  and  it's  such  a  short 
month,  anyway." 

•  I  watched  one  pastor  flail 
away  with  his  arms  and  spew 

►out.  saliva  all  over  two  of  his  bud- 
riate  dies,  he  was  so  mad.  I  wondered 
f  the  what  huge  theological  or  politi- 
and  cal  issue  nad  provoked  this  guy. 

Turned  out  he'd  just  missed  the 
one  shuttle  to  the  parking  lot. 

►ina-  •  If  you're  sitting  at  the  press 
shirt  table,  you  can  take  off  your 
•etty  shoes  if  your  feet  hurt  and  no 
one  is  the  wiser.  At  least,  I  hope 
►wrey's  line  about  they  weren't. 

I  about  the  coun-  •  All  in  all,  this  was  a  cordial, 
g  out  deacons”  productive,  enjoyable  conven- 
■en  perceived  by  tion.  The  music  and  messages 
it  the  convention  were  great.  Outgoing  president 
itterance.  Kermit  McGregor  served  us  all 

around  during  well,  and  kept  things  clicking 
nd  worship  ses-  right  along.  We  look  forward  to 
:luded  that  there  new  president  Frank  Pollard's 
relation  between  leadership  this  next  year.  I'll 
tant  someone  just  bet  we're  the  envy  of  many 
_i  j  *  other  sfaforonventkms. 

See  y'all  next  year! 


In  My  View: 


EDITORS  EMERITI 
Don  McGregor 
Guy  Henderson 


The  scoop  on  the 
Aississippi  Baptis 
Convention 

By  Tony  Martin,  Associate  Editor 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee: 
Grant  Arinder,  Ridgeland 
Al  Green  Jr.,  Bay  St.  Louis 
,  Ken  Hester,  Pontotoc 
Allan  Nix,  Laurel 
Beverly  Pyron,  Natchez 
Michael  Weeks,  Olive  Branch 
Heather  Cumberland,  secretary 


bly  won't  be  seen  anywhere  else 
in  print  except  right  here: 

•  Every  time  Ienter  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  of  First  Church,  Jackson, 

I'm  reminded  of  what  Roy 
Acuff  said  when  he  first  saw 
Carnegie  Hall  in  New  York 
City:  "I  wonder  how  much  hay 
this  place  would  hold?"  Acuff 's 
comment  aside.  First  Church 
has  one  of  the  prettiest  sanctu¬ 
aries  in  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  and  those  folks  are 
awfully  gracious  to  let  us 
invade  their  church  each  year. 

•  They  should  have  provided 
"trick-or-treat"  bags  for  every¬ 
one.  I'm  convinced  that  several 
people  avoided  buying  candy 
for  their  neighborhood  kids; 
they  stocked  up  at  the  display 
booths  in  the  exhibit  hall  and 
didn't  have  to  spend  a  dime. 

•  Just  because  you're  a  good 
Mississippi  Baptist  doesn't  mean 
that  you're  immune  to  greed.  I 
watched  one  woman  seootvrip 
two  handfuls  of  pencils  from  the  thought  there  was  a  dress  code  how  much  they  smile.  Folks 
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Churches,  chaplains  linked  in  prison  effort 

JACKSON,  -  -La.  r  ;  *  — it— ■ .  m.  ,  - - - - 


brought  the  purpose  of 
the  event  to  a  focus. 

"The  greatest  thing 
we  can  tell  you  today  is 
not  how  much  talent 
these  guys  have.  It's  not 
what  they  do,  it's  who 
they  know,"  he  said 
before  launching  into 
several  illustrations  to 
communicate  the  truth 
of  Christ. 

He  told  of  his  own 
experience  assembling  a 
riae-on  toy  for  nis 
daughter,  and  how  he 
discovered  too  late  that 
he  had  irreversibly  put 
the  wheels  on  backward. 

"Have  you  ever  got¬ 
ten  the  wheels  on 
wrong  and  looked  in 
the  instruction  book 


ridea  with  Operation 
•Starting  ■>.  Line;  a, 

^Mtional  efto^hby  a 
s  variety  offgyaifeeli-i 
5c^Erist«|ftgoupg 
|£ESFach  Ouf  tb  the 
-header  pofsori  pop- 
Stiaflon  “rtfa  those 
s  who  wtrxild^t^iiKfy 
i  attend  chap^meet-.' 

H  ingsarid3$role  stud- 
S  ies  that_cha  racterize 
the  Cft PTSTla rT 'pres 
,  eoce  in  most.correc- 
-  tiona)  institutions. 

"Our  intent  is  to  : 
try  to  touch  people  La.,,  during 

, who  aren't  normally  - - 

:  touched  in  the  prison,"  said  Gary 
-Pearce,  director-  of  chaplaincy  for 
DC!  and,  a  Southern  Baptist. 

The  Qiyon  effort,  sponsored 

by  the  North.  American  Mission  _ 

.Board  (NAMB),  was  just  one  leg  Ellis  said 
pf  a  lCLday  blitz  or  Louisiana  "It  is 


instruction  book 
and  found  out  it  is  too 
late?"  he  said. 

In  a  direct  illustration 
of  God's  sacrifice,  he 
told  of  how  his  brother 
took  the  punishment 


BAPTISTS 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


WHEN  I  WAS  IN  PRISON 


i  Operation  Starting  Line  event  in  late  September.  (Photo  by  james  Dotson) 

es  and  chaplains,  can  pool  The  program  at  Dixon  was  "Wh 
those  resources  so  these  men  fairly  typical  of  Operation  at  tl 

and  women  won't  fall  through  Starting  Line  events.  A  master  take 

the  cracks  when  they  come  out  of  ceremonies  introduces  a  suc- 

of  the  criminal  justice  system,"  cession  of  speakers  and  musical 

„  ,n  ,  ....  f  ¥  .  .  -  '  .  ,  artists,  each  of  whom  blends 

of  a  lOday  bhtz  of  Lomsiana  It  is  amazing  how  often  their  talents  with  a  word  of  tes- 

pnsons  m  late  September  charac-  major  initiatives  of  the  Lord  timony  or  exhortation. 

tenstic  of  the  Operation  Starting  throughout  Scripture  occurred  "DCI!  Yeah'"  cheered  J 

Lane  strategy  ,  in  prisons,"  added.  NAMB  ..Christian  comedian  Thor  /, 

The  numstry  networks  chap-  President  Bob  Reccord,  who  Ramsey.  "I'm  glad  to  be  here.  I  £0 
lams,  volunteers,  and  churches  spoke  to  prisoners  the  day  got  busted,  and  this  is  my  com- 
tp  help  evangelize  and  disciple  before  at  another  unit  at  Dixon,  munity  service  " 
inmates  at  a  tune  when  they  are  "Wouldn't  it  be  just  like  God  Christian  singer  Eddie 
most  receptive  to  spiritual  to  start  the  next  Great  Middleton  sang  a  medley  of  B' 
change,  said  Ken  Ellis,  NAMB's  Awakening  in  the  context  of  the  Motown  favorites,  with  lyrics  man 
chaplaincy  associate  who  coor-  prison?  I  thank  God  Southern  revamped  to  reflect  the  gospel:  most 
dmates  the  agency  s  involve-  Baptists  are  going  where  the  "Jesus,  I  need  your  lovin'.  Got  resp< 
ment  in  Operation  Starting  Line,  need  is  to  proclaim  the  One  to  have  all  your  lovin'."  grou 

"Southern  Baptists,  with  our  who  is  the  answer  to  every  Vocalist  Matt  Seward  of  desci 
tremendous  network  of  church-  need,"  he  said.  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  an  with 
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volunteer  mission  team  from  the  Church  of  Rush  Creek  in 
Arlington,  Texas,  that  had  been  assisting  a  new  church  start  in 
Manhattan's  upper  west  side.  The  church's  senior  pastor,  Russ 
Barksdale,  is  a  former  singles  minister  at  First  Church,  Jackson. 

We  had  been  in  the  air  for  about  45  minutes  when  the  pilot 
came  on  and  said  that  a  lady  had  found  a  disturbing  note," 
Barksdale  told  Baptist  Press,  "it  turned  out  to  be  Rose.  She  had 
pulled  down  her  dinner  tray  and  the  note  fell  out.  The  note  said 
there  was  a  bomb  on  the  plane  and  it  was  going  to  blow  ud  at  8 


Paige  Patterson  of  Dallas,  one  of  the  chief  architects  of  the  conservative 
movement  within  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  is  allegedly  dismissed 
as  president  of  Criswell  College  in  Dallas.  Patterson  states  the  move  was 
due  to  a  "philosophical  difference.” 


foe  plane  and  it  was  going  to  blow  up  at  8 
us  information  about  what  was  in  foe  note. 


3ut  word  was  circulating  around  foe  cabin.  One  of  my  associate 
pastors  was  sitting  with  Rose  and  trying  to  calm  her  down."  As 
tor  the  mission  team  members,  Barksdale  said  they  prayed 

-hrnuohmit  thp  nrrlpal  and  nnfiut  fhat  nn  nno  u>«  in  9  "1*1. 


David  P.  Haney,  director  of  the  Baptist  Men's  Department  at  the 
Brotherhood  Commission,  resigns  to  become  a  consultant.  Trustee  chair¬ 
man  jack  Knox  states  that  we  have  parted  company  on  good  terms.  I  am 
disappointed  people  are  trying  to  read  a  lot  of  things  into  this." 


throughout  foe  ordeal  and  noted  that  no  one  was  in  a  panic.  "We 
had  a  group  of  people  not  looking  to  check  out,"  Barksdale  said, 
"but  we  were  prepared  if  we  had  to.  It's  one  of  those  things 
where  you  are  thankful  to  be  safe."  Barksdale,  Harris,  and  sev¬ 
eral  other  passengers  sustained  minor  injuries  while  evacuating 


W.A.  Criswell,  "pastor  of  the  First  Church  of  Dallas,  Tex.,  the  largesl 
whitt' Church  in  thC  WMTd  ’  addresses  flft4  MissfissippflJaptlst  Convention 
His  message  closed  and  climaxed  the 


most  seriously  injured,  with  a  broken  ankle, 


program  on  state  missions  on- 


Tuesday  night 
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Graham  breaks  records  in  Calif,  crusade 


Anthrax  scare 
hits  SWBTS 
campus 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP) 
— -  Southwestern  Seminary 
(SWBTS)  in  Fort  Worth  on 
October  16  joined  the  list  of 
hundreds  of  organizations 
enduring  anthrax  scares.  A 
powder  came  out  of  a  box  of 
envelopes  and  brushed  onto  a 
business  office  employee  in 
the  seminary's  historic 
Memorial  Building. 

Mark  Sheldon, 

Southwestern's  director  of 
financial  services  and  con¬ 
troller,  notified  the  seminary's 
security  department  after 
learning  about  the  substance. 

"Because  of  our  exposure 
to  the  world  as  being  one  of 
the  largest  seminaries," 
SWBTS  security  chief  Randy 
Austin  said,  "and  because  we 
[have  alumni  serving  ini  coun¬ 
tries  where  the  gospel  is  not 
allowed  to  be  preached,  the 
local  Fort  Worth  authorities 
take  any  calls  from 
Southwestern  seriously. 

"We  were  relieved  this  was 
not  anthrax  or  any  other  (dan¬ 
gerous)  substance,"  Austin 
said,  "and  on  a  positive  side, 
this  became  a  good  training 
exercise  for  both  the  seminary 
and  the  Fort  Worth  emergency 
response  entities." 


FRESNO,  Calif.  (BP)  — 
California's  agricultural  heart¬ 
land  yielded  a  harvest  of  souls 
Oct.  11-14  as  evangelist  Billy 
Graham  preached  on  Gods 
love  and  tne  Second  Coming  of 
Jesus  Christ  during  a  record¬ 
setting  "outreach"  in  Fresno. 

Undeterred  by  a  broken  foot 
and  unprecedented  security 
s  precautions,  Graham  launched 
the  four-day  event  at  Fresno's 
Bulldog  Stadium  exactly  one 
month  after  terrorist  attacks 
struck  New  York  and  suburban 
Washington,  DC. 

The  preacher  known  as 
"America's  Pastor"  referred  to 
the  tragic  events  each  time  he 
spoke.  v'Something  about  what 
happened  on  Sept.  11  caused 
people  to  think  about  spiritual 
things  for  maybe  the  first  time 
in  years,"  Graham  said.  "We 
are  living  in  a  different  world, 
which  will  be  felt  in  every  area 
of  our  society  for  years  to  come. 

"We  are  in  troubled  times. 
We're  going  to  have  to  rethink 
our  lives,"  Graham  continued, 
"but  in  the  midst  of  all  that,  there 
is  one  hope,  that  Jesus  Christ 
said  he  is  coming  again.  Without 
hope  our  nation  will  not  go  on." 

Graham,  82,  broke  his  foot  in 
three  places  in  his  Fresno  hotel 
room  two  days  before  the  cam¬ 
paign.  He  arrived  on  the  plat¬ 
form  each  night  in  a  wheel¬ 
chair,  accompanied  by  his  son 
Franklin  Graham,  CEO  of  the 
Billy  Graham  Evangelistic 
Association. 

When  it  came  time  to  preach, 
the  senior  Graham  walked 


slowly  to  the 
pulpit  aided  by 
nis  son  or 
another  associ¬ 
ate  and  wearing 
a  brace  on  his 
injured  foot. 

Graham 
seemed  to  grow 
stronger  each 
night  of  the 
campaign. 

"The  Bible 
teaches  that  we 
need  to  have 
faith  and 

believe  things 
we  don't  under¬ 
stand,"  the 
evangelist 
declared.  "I 


for  a  Saturday  night  "Concert 
for  the  Next  Generation." 

An  overflow  crowd  num¬ 
bering  15,000  packed  a 
neighboring  baseball  com¬ 
plex  equipped  with  a  giant 
video  screen  while  47,000 
people  jammed  the  Fresno 
State  University  stadium. 

The  stadium  crowd  alone 
eclipsed  an  attendance 
record  set  during  a  game 
featuring  the  nationally 
ranked  Fresno  State 
Bulldogs  just  weeks  earlier. 

The  youth-oriented  con¬ 
cert  featuring  Kirk  Franklin, 
dc  Talk,  and  Gamaliel  Ruiz 
also  drew  the  one-millionth 
young  person  to  attend  one  of 
MESSAGE  OF  LOVE  —  Billy  Graham  preaches  the  Graham  campaign  events 


uvliuicu.  i  ^ ^ ■  •  • ;  tne  vjtaiiaiii  campaign  UV'tliib. 

don't  under-  about  God's  love  and  the  Second  Coming  of  Jesus  Security  procedures  corn- 
stand  why  those  Christ  at  Fresno's  Bulldog  Stadium  during  the  evange-  bined  with  capacity  crowds 
hijackers'  hit  list's  Central  California  mission  Oct.  11-14.  (BP  photo  delayed  entrance  to  the  stadi- 
those  two,  great  by  Mark  A.  Wyatt)  um  by  as  much  as  90  minutes 

buildings  in  4  for  some  attending  the  event. 

New  York,  or  hit  the  Pentagon.  and  distributed  Christian  liter-  Police  used  mirrors  to  exam- 


New  York,  or  hit  the  Pentagon. 

"I  don't  understand  that,  but 
I  accept  by  faith  that  there  is  a 
sovereign  God. 

"Maybe  God  is  speaking  to 
us.  Maybe  God  is  saying,  'It's 
time  for  you  to  repent  and  get 
right  with  God  and  change 
your  way  of  living  and  change 
this  state  and  this  country.'" 

Thousands  responded  to 
Graham's  nightly  call  to  repen¬ 
tance.  They  streamed  down 
from  the  bleachers  and  gath¬ 
ered  in  front  of  the  high-tech 
stage  erected  for  the  mission  to 
pray  to  receive  Christ.- 

Immediately,  trained  coun¬ 
selors  recorded  each  decision 


ature  to  the  new  believers. 

"I  just  joined  the  group!"  an 
excited  convert  told  the 
California  Southern  Baptist  after 
he  prayed  with  nearly  3,000  oth¬ 
ers  crowding  the  stadium  floor. 

Campaign  organizers 
reported  14,731  spiritual  deci¬ 
sions  registered  during  four 
evening  services  and  a 
Saturday  morning  children's 
program.  Nearly  all  were 
reported  to  be  first-time  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 

A  Graham  spokesman  said 
attendance  totaled  201,000  in  five 
sessions  including  a  stadium 
record-shattering  62,000  on  hand 


Jio  delayed  entrance  to  the  stadi¬ 
um  by  as  much  as  90  minutes 
for  some  attending  the  event. 
Police  used  mirrors  to  exam¬ 
ine  the  underside  of  every  vehi¬ 
cle  entering  stadium  parking 
lots  while  security  officers 
searched  handbags  and  used 
metal-detecting  wands  to  scan 
every  visitor. 

More  than  500  churches 
from  54  denominations  and 
some  20,000  volunteers  helped 
stage  the  four-day  campaign  in 
the  heart  of  California's  San 
Joaquin  Valley. 

Tne  event,  more  than  a  year 
in  the  planning,  originally  was 
called  the  Central  Valley  Billy 
Graham  Crusade,  using  the 
term  made  familiar  during 
Graham's  52  years  of  ministry. 


Pastor's  Conf.  taps  Dominy  as  president-elect 

r..  li  i>..  _i  ■ i_  _  i  ....  ,  ,  _  _ 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor _ 

Pastors  and  church  staffers  from  across 
the  state  gathered  October  29  in  the 
Sanctuary  of  First  Church,  Jackson,  for  the 
2001  Mississippi  Baptist  Pastor's 
Conference.  Held  each  year  prior  to  the  start 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention's 


annual  meeting,  the  conference  features 
preaching  and  music  designed  to  encourage 
and  support  pastors  and  other  attendees. 

Conference  officers  for  the  coming  year 
were  also  chosen.  Bob  Dominy,  pastor  of 
Park  Place  Church,  Brandon,  was  picked  as 
president-elect,  while  Eric  Thomas,  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Vicksburg,  will  move  from 
president-elect  to  president.  Dean  Stewart, 
pastor  of  38th  Avenue  Church,  Hattiesburg, 
was  selected  to  serve  as  treasurer. 

Jim  Butler,  pastor  of  Trinity  Church, 
Southaven,  nominated  Dominy.  David 


D.C.,  and  Pennsylvania,  he  said,  "If  you 
want  to  get  angry,  get  angry  with  the  devil 
—  he  is  tne  murderer." 

Scott  Griffin,  pastor  of  Enon  Church, 
Mantee,  led  the  congregational  singing. 
Special  music  was  provided  by  Steve 
Walker,  music  evangelist  from  Pinola. 

The  afternoon  session  began  with  a  wel¬ 
come  and  prayer  from  Oster,  and  was 
closed  with  a  benediction  by  Eric  Thomas. 

Bob  Pittman,  pastor  of  Kirby  Woods 
Church,  Memphis,  delivered  the  first  ser¬ 
mon  of  the  evening  session.  Drawing  from 


^uumavcii,  Humuuueu  uummy.  i^avia  mon  or  me  evening  session.  Drawing  from 
Sapp,  pastor  of  Sylva  Rena  Church,  Water  the  brief  depiction  of  Shamgar  in  Judges  3, 
Valley,  nominated  Stewart.  Both  Pittman  pointed  out,  "Why  didn't  he  slay 
Dominy  and  Stewart  were  elected  without  more  than  600  Philistines?  He  did  all  he 
opposition.  could;  that's  all  God  asks  you  to  do." 

Thomas  succeeds  full-time  evangelist  Richard  Land,  president  of  the  Ethics  and 
Daryl  Oster  of  Brandon  as  president.  Religious  Liberty  Commission  of  the 
Stewart  succeeds  Lowell  Ingram,  pastor  of  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  Nashville, 

^ircf  PV»nrrV»  _  J_i: _ J  >1 _ 1  r*  r  .I  r 


PASTORS'  CONFERENCE  OFFICERS  -  Officers  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
•  Pastor's  Conference  for  2001-02  are  (from  left)  president-elect  Bob  Dominy, 


gelist  from  Brandon.  Not  pictured  is  treasurer  Dean  Stewart 
Avenue  Church,  Hattiesburg.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


pastor 


First  Church,  Mathiston,  as  treasurer. 

Chuck  Herring,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Richland,  kicked  off  the  afternoon  session 
sermons  with  a  message  from  Ezekiel  37. 
"The  Holy  Spirit  is  to  be  the  dominating 
presence  in  a  church,"  he  said. 

Tom  Atwood,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Oxford,  delivered  the  second  afternoon 
session  sermon.  Drawing  from  2 
Chronicles  30,  he  said,  "I  have  come  to 
believe  the  life  of  the  believer  is  a  life  of 
worship.  Worship  is  the  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  the  life  of  a  believer." 

Fred  Wolfe,  interim  pastor  of  Crossgates 
Church,  Brandon,  and  president  of 
Barnabas  Ministries' in  Brandrih,  dosed'bht 
the  afternoon  messages  rwith  a  sermon 
from  Rom.  13.  Referring  to  the  September 
11  atrocities  in  New  York  City,  Washington, 


delivered  the  final  sermon  of  the  conference. 

Utilizing  several  biblical  passages.  Land 
said,  "There  is  no'sense  in  which  our  Lord 
is  not  God..  He  is  fully  God  and  fully  man. 
He  took  on  the  form  of  man  without  losing 
his  deity  " 

Griffin  led  congregational  singing  in  the 
evening  session,  while  special  music  was 
provided  by  the  Newfife  Quartet  and 
oseph  Oster,  minister  of  music  at 
darmony  Church,  Crystal  Springs. 

The  evening  session  began  with  a  wel¬ 
come  and  prayer  from  Daryl  Oster,  and 
closed  with  a  benediction  by  Lowell  Ingram, 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Mathiston,  ana  out¬ 
going  treasurer  of  the  pastor's  conference: 

The  2002  Mississippi  Baptist  Pastor's 
Conference  will  be  held  October  28  at  First 
Church,  Jackson. 
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Lottie  offering  info  available  on  web  site 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Southern  5,043  missionaries  engaging  1,125  people 
Baptists  tackling  the  challenge  of  the  $120  groups  in  185  countries.  The  Cooperative 
million  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  for  Program,  Southern  Baptists'  unified  bud- 
Intemational  Missions  will  find  an  array  of  get  generates  36%  of  the  IMB's  income, 
resources  available  on  the  Internet. 

Video,  music,  photo  essays,  prayer  point-  ^ 

ers,  and  virtual  prayerwalks  are  among  the  thp 

aids  at  the  2001  International  Missions  Ulu 

Emphasis  (IME)  website,  www.imb.org/ime.  Unfinittll 

Also  available:  feature  articles,  testi-  IK 

monies,  clip  art,  downloadable  photos,  key  ^  If  jj 

statistics,  and  colorful  graphs  to  help  con-  I  Cl  w  Im  Ft 

vey  the  urgency  of  taking  tne  good  news  of  qnfll  / 1 

salvation  to  those  who  have  never  heard.  \  /III 1 1  J&f 

The  missions  emphasis  theme.  The 
Unfinished  Task:  Planting  with  Passion, 

focuses  on  the  work  of  Southern  Baptist  mis-  n  « 

sionaries  in  planting  their  lives  among  their  JrlCltlTltlQ  ZVtTfl  t'CLSStOtl 
people  groups  to  multiply  disciples  and  new 

churches  into  church-planting  movements.  Southern  Baptists  across  the  country 
The  IME  site  offers  ideas  for  promoting  will  collect  the  offering  in  December,  with  a 
the  offering,  which  provides  nearly  half  the  special  emphasis  on  a  missions  study  and 
support  of  nearly  5,100  missionaries  serv-  week  of  prayer  Dec.  2-9.  That  missions 
ing  1,117  people  groups  around  the  world,  study  focuses  on  the  ways  God  is  using 
Links  for  ordering  IME  resources  also  can  cultural,  physical,  and  political  changes 
be  found  at  the  website.  among  the  Maasai  of  eastern  Africa  to  open 

A  breakdown  of  what  it  costs  to  support  their  eyes  to  the  truth  of  his  Word, 
missionaries  by  the  minute,  the  hour,  the  Teaching  guides  for  adults,  youth,  chil- 
day,  etc.,  also  is  posted  on  the  site.  A  detailed  dren,  and  preschool  and  a  promotional 
biography  of  the  legendary  Southern  Baptist  packet  are  available  in  LifeWay  Christian 
missionary  for  whom  the  offering  is  named  Stores  and  from  Woman's  Missionary 
can  be  found  there  as  well.  Union  (www.wmu.com). 

Every  dollar  given  to  the  offering  is  used  Additional  free  resources  to  raise  mis- 
100%  for  overseas  witness  and  ministry,  sions  awareness  —  a  special  edition  of  The 
The  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  pro-  Commission  magazine,  a  Planting  with 
vides  46%  of  the  support  for  the  Southern  Passion  video,  and  a  CD  with  PowerPoint 
Baptist  International  Mission  Board  and  presentations,  people  group  profiles,  video 


Registration 
opening  for 
Senior  Conv. 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Saddle  up,  pull  on  your  best 
pair  of  boots,  and  mosey  on 
out  to  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  April 
15-17,  2002,  for  the  fourth 
national  Senior  Adult 
Convention,  sponsored  by 
LifoWay  Christian  Resources  of 
the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

One-day  tickets  are  not 


Then,  if  you  finish  the  sentence, 
it  is  a  description  of  the  world 
sinking  its  claws  into  his  life. 

Another  thing  that  seems  to 
capture  way  too  many  of  God's 
people  is  lethargy  —  a  kind  of 
spiritual  laziness  or  sort  of  a  sad 
unresponsiveness.  They  are 
MIA  simply  because  they  are 
tuned  out  and  do  not  realize 
that  the  action  is  going  on.  I 


Most  people  are  familiar  with 
this  nomenclature  —  MIA.  In 
military  jargon,  it  stands  for 
"Missing  in  Action."  Now  if 
someone  is  MIA  it  could  mean 
that  they  have  been  captured  by 
the  enemy.  It  might  refer  to  the 
fact  that  they  nad  deserted. 
They  may  have  been  killed  and 
just  not  found.  They  are  MIA  — 
missing  in  action. 

A  mend  of  mine  had  a  little 
mixed-breed  feist  dog  that  was 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


walked  around  the  tree  watch-  Jesus  through  everything  that  the  very  closing  ho 
ing  and  waiting  to  spot  a  squir-  happened  —  that  is  as  long  as  life  were  sound  a 
ref  and  hopefully  get  a  good  they  were  feeding  the  five-thou-  after  Jesus  asked  tl 
raised  in  the  backyard  of  their  shot.  There  it  was!  One  of  them  sand,  fixing  the  broken-hearted,  they  fell  asleep.  W1 
home.  He  was  still  a  small  pup,  spotted  a  squirrel  up  in  the  tree  and  mending  the  wounded,  ed  them  the  most 
just  a  few  months  old,  when  my  and  aimed,  pulled  the  trigger  —  Then  one  day  there  was  the  can-  asleep.  Even  thougl 
friend  began  to  realize  what  an  "Boom"  —  one  shot  and  one  non  sound  of  crucifixion  and  his  voice,  they  w t 
outstanding  hunting  sense  this  squirrel  was  harvested.  Thomas  took  off.  He  would  not  Within  almost  toucl 

dog  had.  This  little  feist  dog's  While  the  guys  were  focused  even  meet  with  the  disciples  on  of  Jesus,  they  we 

instinct  was  to  hunt  squirrels.  It  on  the  squirrel,  the  little  dog  Resurrection  Sunday.  Thomas  Does  that  remind 
was  almost  impossible  for  squir-  immediately  split  the  scene.  He  was  MIA.  thing  or  anyone?  Pe 

rels  to  come  close  to  the  big  trees  was  long  gone  —  MIA.  In  fact,  it  I  am  confident  that  with  com-  me  on  Sunday 
in  the  backyard  without  being  was  late  m  the  day  before  the  plete  justification  in  Thomas'  Sunday  evening.  V 
spotted  and  treed  by  this  little  guys  who  had  gone  out  to  hunt  own  mind  and  a  rationale  in  distance  of  heari 
tW  squirrels  finished  their  day's  behind  his  decision,  he  figured  as  his  spokesman  j 

As  the  dog  got  older,  his  task  of  hunting  for  the  hunting  he  had  had  enough  and  it  was.  Word,  we  just  go 
maturity  showed  up  as  com-  dog.  They  finally  found  him  "Thanks  fellows.  I'm  out  of  close  proximity  to 
pletely  reliable.  He  was  an  effec-  near  the  house,  but  their  great  here."  Fear  can  do  that  to  you.  doing,  we  are  still  1 
five  ^squirrel  finder"  in  their  squirrel  hunt  had  bagged  only  Another  thing  that  seems  to  There  are  two 
back  yard  In  time,  the  teenage  one  squirrel  and  then  the  dog  cause  people  to  be  MIA  is  the  tant  truths  that  ) 
son  of  my  friend  and  some  bud-  was  gone.  That  little  dog  had  world  itself.  Paul  said  of  Demus,  remember  and  one 
dies  of  his  were  going  to  go  never  heard  a  shotgun  blast  and  "He  has  forsaken  me,  having  if  you  are  MIA, 
hunting  They  decided  it  was  when  he  did,  he  was  out  of  loved  this  present  world."  1  looking  for  you! 
time  to  let  the  little  dog  do  his  there!  wonder  what  it  was  that  lured  going  to  give  up  c 

work  for  real,  so  one  morning  Occasionally,  what  happened  this  disciple  away  from  his  call-  and  ne  wants  yoi 

they  got  the  dog  and  headed  out  to  the  little  dog  happens  to  some  ing  and  commitment?  What  army.  The  secor 
to  the  woods.  Sure  enough,  at  of  us.  It  is  not  unusual  for  a  was  it  in  this  world  that  trapped  remember  is  to  k 
the  very  crack  of  dawn,  the  little  believer  to  act  like  that  little  him?  I  believe  that  Paul  left  it  that  the  Lord  is  n< 
dog  went  absolutely  crazy.  They  hunting  pup.  Oh,  there  are  a  lot  unstated  and  open  to  specula-  desert  you.  You  i 
had  only  been  out  there  about  of  different  sounds  of  explo-  fion  because  the  top  five  things  but  he  s  not  goin 
ten  minutes  when  the  dog  spot-  sions  around  us  that  make  us  that  might  have  lured  disciples  down.  It  is  for  th. 
ted*  something.  Running,  bark-  decide,  "I'm  out  of  here!"  For  away  and  entrapped  them  in  Apostle  Paul  wroi 
ine  dancing  around  the  trunk  of  one  thing,  fear  seems  to  have  the  first  century  may  not  be  the  ond  letter  to  Tim< 
the  tree  and  trying  to  climb  it  all  that  impact.  Do  you  remember  top  five  today.  Yet,  it  still  hap-  ing  the  fact  that  e\ 
M  fh,.  same  time,  the  young  Thomas?  Wet  calk.  . him  pens.  It  can  be  .said  of  fax  too  forsaken  him,  but 

"Doubting  Thomas."  He  was  a  many  today  that,  "he  was  a  stood  by  him.  Ar 
good  disciple.  He  stuck  with  great  pastor,  or  minister,  until..."  stand  by  you  also! 
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speaker. 

Members  of  Oakland 
Heights  Church,  Meridian, 

helped  construct  a  children's 
dorm  at  Laurel  Lake  Baptist 
Camp  in  Corbin,  Kentucky. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Milton  Pace,  Charlie  Smith, 
Dale  Cornwell,  Chris  Smith, 
David  Kowall,  and  Mike 
Russell. 


Members  of  Oakland  Heights  Church,  Meridian 

First  Church,  Tchula,  will  The  Greenes  from  Boone, 
hold  Harvest  Day  on  Nov.  11.  N.C.,  will  be  in  concert  at 

Activities  include  Sunday  Harmony  Church,  Crystal 

School,  9:45  a.m.;  worship,  11  Springs,  at  7  p.m.  on  Nov.  15. 
a.m.;  and  a  meal  will  be  served  For  more  information  call  (601) 
in  fellowship  hall  following  847:4375  or  (601)  892-1121. 
morning  services.  Larry  •'  '‘w  ».■  :‘i 

Edwards  is  pastor.  Trinity  Church,  Laurel,  will 

have  a  dedication  service  for  its 
Fernwood  Church,  new  sanctuary  and  education 

GttMtport,  will  host  its  annual  space,  on  Nov.  18.  Activities 
Thaiiksgiving  banquet  follow-  include  Sunday 'School  at  9:15 
ing  the  11  a.m.  service  on  Nov.  a.m.,  dedication  serv  ice  at  10:30 
11*  Jim  Kultau  is  pastor.  For  a.m.,  dinner  on  the  grounds, 
additional  information,  call  and  gospel  singing.  Tom  Boone 
(228)  896-4556.  is  pastor. 


Women  On  Mission 

IWOM)  of  First  Church, 
Pascagoula,  recently  held  an 
installation  service  tor  its  new 
2002  officers.  The  installed 
officers  (pictured,  from  left)  are 
Dean  Coulter,  WOM  coordi¬ 
nator;  Beverly  McCloud,  vice 
coordinator;  Lou  Ann  Lee, 
mission  study  director;  Jane 
Holder,  mission  support  direc¬ 
tor;  Mildred  Tuck,  mission 
action  director;  and  Miriam 
Causey,  secretary-treasurer. 
Seven  facilitators  were  also 
installed.  Jane  Fairley  did  the 
installation  program. 


Ward,  Byrd,  and  Yancey 

First  Church,  Pascagoula;  patriotic  service  also  bairf  tr!&- 
held  a  special  appreciation  day  ute  to  the  victims  and  families  of 
on  Oct.  7  for  the  police  and  fire  the  Sept.  11  terrorist  attacks, 
departments,  Jackson  County  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Drexel 
sheriff's  department,  and  local  Ward,  fire  chief;  Mike  Byrd, 
emergency  technicians.  The  sheriff,  and  Rex  Yancey,  pastor. 


Revival  dates 


Cross  Roads,  Biloxi:  Nov. 
11-15;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6 

E.m.;  Mon.-Thurs.,  7  p.m.; 

obby  Perry,  evangelist;  Zeno 
Wells,  music;  Robert  M. 
Carlisle,  pastor. 

Mt.  Moriah  (Lincoln):  Nov. 
18-21;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Wayne  Moak,  evangelist;  Mike 
ana  Angela  Britt,  music; 
Danny  Moss,  pastor. 


Scott  County  RA  Day  was  held  at  Harpersville  Church,  Forest,  on 
Sept.  29.  Pictured  (above)  are  participants  in  the  sack  race,  one  of 
the  many  events  held  for  the  100  RA's  grades  1-12  and  counselors. 


MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENTS 

For  Disability  Recipients 
We  Are  The  Leaders  In  The  Senior 
Health  Insurance  Business 


If  you  are  under  age  65  and 
receiving  Medicare  benefits,  call  us 
today  for  a  free  quote. 

♦  Representing  all  major  companies 
♦  We  have  agents  in  your  area  to  serve 
you  locally 


Green's  Creek  Church,  Petal,  held  a  recognition  service  for  GAs 
(pictured)  at  Sept.  23.  Mike  Routon  is  pastor. 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 


STAN  WHITE  JR 


Southeastern  Bus  Co 
Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


BAPTISTRIES 

BROCHUREliWy  HEATERS,  POMPS 

FACTORY  DIRECT 

FREE  I  800-251-0679 
TWlw.flbergtMscfiirtchprod.com 

FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 
35)  1  HIXSON  PIKE  •  CHATTANOOGA.  TN  37415 


STAN  WHITE  &  ASSOC.,  INC: 
“ Since  1959”  (662)  844-3609 


All  Sizes 

J  Mk  C  •  ■  • 

Sales  and  Rentals 


601  W.  Main  Su,  Tupelo,  MS  *-<800)  755-3609 
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Louin  Church,  Louin,  will 

celebrate  95  years  of  service 
on  Nov.  11.  Services  will 
begin  at  11  a.m.  followed  by 
dinner  on  the  grounds. 
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Hueston  Adkins  will  be  the 
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